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Mental Health Victoria welcomes growing focus on suicide prevention 

Mental Health Victoria has welcomed the growing momentum for suicide prevention in 

Australia at federal and state and territory levels, and in the broader community. 

Mental Health Victoria CEO Angus Clelland said the Federal Government’s ‘towards zero’ 

ambition for suicide rates in Australia, and the Mental Health Royal Commission in Victoria 

are providing a focus and commitment we have not seen previously in Australia on suicide 

prevention. 

“In Victoria in 2017, the latest year for which we have figures, 621 Victorians took their own 

lives – double the annual road toll,” he said in a statement to mark World Suicide 

Prevention Day. 

“For every death by suicide we know there are at least 20 Victorians who will attempt or 

reattempt suicide, and that each of these will have a ripple effect, devastating families, 

friends, workplaces.”  

Mr Clelland welcomed today’s commitment from the Victorian Government to greater 

resources to support the mental health needs of the LGBTIQ+ community. 

He also hailed the release by Suicide Prevention Australia of the pivotal piece of work it 

has developed with KPMG: Turning Points: Imagine a world without suicide. 

“It tells us we need to look beyond the traditional health and human service sectors if we 

want to imagine a world without suicide, to look at the pressures on individuals and 

households from housing, debt, the ‘gig’ economy, and growing isolation in our 

community,” he said. 

“All of this reinforces for us that suicide is a complex, multi-factorial issue that can’t be 

attributed to a single risk factor, which is why we need and welcome this ‘watershed’ 

focus we are now seeing.” 

 To get help 24/7, phone Lifeline on 13 11 14 or the Suicide Call Back Service on 1300 659 

467. 

 Learn how to identify the signs that someone may be struggling on R U OK’s 

website. 

For further information or to arrange an interview with Angus 

Clelland, please call Marie McInerney on 0418 273 698 

https://www.ruok.org.au/
https://www.ruok.org.au/

