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Mental Health Victoria summary of Victorian 2022/23 Budget 

 

The Victorian Government will provide $1.3 billion over four years from 2022/23. This is in addition to the record $3.8 billion over four 

years announced in the 2021/22 Budget. 

The information contained in this paper is based on an initial reading of the Victorian 2022/23 Budget papers. There is some lack of 

clarity regarding the details of mental health investments in this year’s Budget papers. Mental Health Victoria will conduct further 

analysis over the coming days to glean these details. The following information should be read with this in mind. 

Workforce  

$Million Timeframe Description  RC Recommendation 

$371.5m Over 5 years 

from 2021-22 

Strengthening and supporting the mental health and wellbeing workforce 

To continue building the pipeline of mental health and wellbeing workers, including 

immediate priority actions to boost workforce 

supply and capability including: 

• 160 new allied health (60) and nursing (100) graduate and transition positions 

• 70 postgraduate scholarships for clinicians 

• 1-year pilot for an ‘earn and learn’ model for new consumer navigation and 

wellbeing support roles 

• continuation of psychiatry rotations for junior medical officers 

• additional psychiatry and psychology registrar positions 

• establishment of a statewide psychiatry training program 

• establishment of a clinical supervision training program to improve retention of 

senior allied health and nursing practitioners 

• implementing capacity uplift strategies to provide safe and responsive care to 

LGBTIQA+ and culturally and linguistically diverse Victorians 

• development of educational resources and an interactive web platform to 

implement the Mental Health Workforce Capability Framework 

• two-year workforce advertising attraction campaign 

Recommendation 57 

 

Recommendation 58 
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Community-based services 

$115.6m Over 4 years 

from 2022-2023 

Strengthening community-based services 

To deliver a mental health and wellbeing system that is reoriented towards 

community-based treatment, care and support including  

• integrated treatment, care and support for people with co-occurring mental 

health and AOD issues in all Adult and Youth Area Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Services, and expanded addiction services 

• extension of the TelePROMPT program, connecting paramedics with mental 

health clinicians 

• in-person group-based parenting sessions in regional Infant, Child and Youth Area 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Services  

• development of a new statewide eating disorder strategy and expansion of 

services for families, carers and consumers and workforce support for health 

services 

Recommendation 35 

 

Recommendation 10 

 

Recommendation 19 

$30.5m Over 4 years 

from 2022-2023 

Promoting good mental health and wellbeing in communities 

To establish ten new social inclusion action groups in local government areas, 

including funding for: 

• mental health training for Auslan and deaf interpreters 

• targeted suicide prevention and response programs, including: 

o design of new LGBTIQ+ suicide aftercare services 

o culturally appropriate prevention and bereavement programs for 

Aboriginal Victorians 

o 18-month pilot for a peer call-back service for families, carers and 

supporters 

o place-based mental health programs 

o Youth Live4Life ($340,000 over 1 year) and Left and Right Counselling 

Recommendation 27 

 

Recommendation 31 
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Bed-based services   

$194.7m Over 4 years 

from 2022-2023 

Additional acute mental health beds in regional Victoria 

To deliver additional acute mental health beds in regional Victoria, by: 

• replacing and expanding the existing mental health facility at Goulburn Valley 

Health in Shepparton 

• undertaking land acquisition and planning and design work for additional beds 

at Northeast Health Wangaratta and the Ballarat Base Hospital 

Interim Report 

Recommendation 2 

$218.4m Over 4 years 

from 2022-2023 

Develop and expand high-quality and therapeutic bed-based services 

To operationalise 82 new acute care beds including bed-based support for people 

experiencing eating disorders through an expansion of the eating disorder enhanced 

integrated specialist model into services at Grampians Health, Barwon Health, 

Bendigo Health and Latrobe Regional Hospital 

Recommendation 12 

$61.1m Over 4 years 

from 2021-2022 

Improving safety in mental health intensive care areas 

To deliver a program of works to improve the separation of vulnerable consumers, 

including gender-based separation, in the intensive care areas of mental health 

inpatient facilities 

Recommendation 13 

$4.0m Over 4 years 

from 2022-2023 

Contemporary information architecture for mental health and wellbeing 

To implement contemporary mental health information infrastructure comprising an 

electronic statewide mental health and wellbeing record, mental health information 

and data exchange, and online portal to support personalised and integrated 

mental health and wellbeing services 

Recommendation 62 
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Mental health and alcohol and other drug (AOD) 

$6.5m  Over 4 years 

from 2022-2023 

Regional mental health and alcohol and other drugs emergency department hubs 

To construct a new emergency department mental health and alcohol and other 

drug crisis hub at the Latrobe Regional Hospital, and to plan for future hubs in 

Ballarat, Bendigo and Shepparton 

Recommendation 35 

$72.0m Over 4 years 

from 2022-2023 

Mental health and alcohol and other drugs residential rehabilitation facility 

To construct a 30-bed alcohol and other drugs residential rehabilitation facility in 

Mildura, including a withdrawal unit 

Recommendation 35 

$10.0m Over 1 year 

from 2022-2023 

Mental Health and Alcohol and Other Drugs Facilities Renewal Fund 

To expand the Mental Health and Alcohol and Other Drugs Facilities Renewal Fund 

through targeted improvements to ageing and poor-quality facilities that assist 

people with mental health and AOD issues 

Recommendation 36 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander   

$0.5m Over 1 year 

from 2022-23 

Aboriginal social and emotional wellbeing 

To progress planning for two co-designed social and emotional wellbeing healing 

centres to continue the co-design process, identify the workforce required to be 

employed within the healing centres, and engage with local mainstream health 

services to determine the best approaches for integrated models of care as part of 

the healing centres design 

Interim Report 

Recommendation 4 

Forensic services 

$123.9m Over 4 years 

from 2021-2022 

Redevelopment of Thomas Embling Hospital 

To deliver critical supporting infrastructure for Stage 2 of the Redevelopment of 

Thomas Embling Hospital, including a new gatehouse and sally port, and bed 

refurbishments 

Recommendation 38 

$1.5m Over 2 years 

from 2022-2023 

Prisoner supervision and support 

To plan and design a youth forensic mental health service in adult prisons  

Recommendation 37 

  



3 May 2022 

5 
 

Other   

$5.0m Over 1 year 

from 2022-23 

Victorian Collaborative Centre for Mental Health and Wellbeing 

To progress service and capital planning to establish the Victorian Collaborative 

Centre for Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Interim Report 

Recommendation 1 

$29.4m Over 4 years 

from 2022-2023 

Mental health and wellbeing legislative reforms 

To support the implementation of new mental health and wellbeing legislation, 

including: 

• hiring expert practitioners within Area Mental Health Services 

• comprehensive training of staff 

• independent review of compulsory treatment criteria 

Recommendation 42 

$4.0m Over 4 years 

from 2022-2023 

Contemporary information architecture for mental health and wellbeing 

To implement contemporary mental health information infrastructure comprising an 

electronic statewide mental health and wellbeing record, mental health information 

and data exchange, and online portal to support personalised and integrated 

mental health and wellbeing services 

Recommendation 62 

$41.4m Over 4 years 

from 2022-23 

Sustaining student mental health services for schools 

To continue expanded supports to improve the wellbeing and mental 

health of students including continuing the LOOKOUT program to support 

engagement of vulnerable children and young people in out-of-home care, 

continuing the Headspace initiative, which provides mental health counselling and 

training, and continuing the mental health practitioners in secondary schools 

initiative in specialist schools 

Recommendation 17 

$5.0m Over 2 years 

from 2022-2023 

Better mental healthcare for police  

To fund Victoria Police to continue mental health early intervention and prevention 

initiatives to increase mental health awareness and improve the wellbeing 

Recommendation 59 

 


